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Universal Training 


Universal military training is 
again being pushed in public prop- 
aganda and in Congress as the 
present selective service act 
reaches its expiration date, March 
31, 

Two new tactics have been 
adopted by the American war par- 
ty. A so-called impartial civilian 
committee on conscription has 
been formed with the implied 
function of representing public in- 
terest. However, the pure propa- 
ganda purpose of the committee 
is exposed when it is revealed that 
practically all of those chosen are 
known to be ardent supporters of 
military conscription and individu- 
als who have already served as 
rubber stamps for the War Depart- 
ment on other occasions. President 
Dodds of Princeton, is the only 
one selected who has opposed 
peace-time conscription. American 
Catholic opinion generally is 
against peace-time military train- 
ing, but the Catholic priest named 
to the committee is a former Army 
instructor. The Protestant minis- 
ter on the committee is one of the 
exceptionally few advocates of con- 
scription .among the Protestant 
clergy. 

Another new bit of whitewash 
is the dropping of the word 
“military” from the conscription 
campaign and the emphasis placed 
on what “universal service” will 
do in the way of body-building, 
character development and educa- 
tional advancement. 

It is important, however, to note 
that Senator Edwin C. Johnson, 
of Colorado, who is an important 
member of the Senate Military 
Affairs Committee, has vigorously 
protested the attempt “to delegate 
the spiritual and .moral training 
of American youths to the brass 
hats.” He brands the scheme as 
un-American and declares that it 
“would substitute sex training and 
drunkenness for spiritual training, 
and moral stagnation for the devel- 
opment of a healthy, wholesome, 
self-reliant and energetic morale.” 

Besides this, Senator Johnson 
pointed out that changing our ter- 
minology from “military training” 
to “universal training” is not like- 
ly to avert suspicion and may very 
well destroy the plans for world- 


(continued on next page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


TT IMPORTANT ARCTIC. Get accustomed to looking at the 
’ globe of the world from the top, the north pole. That is the area 
where military eyes are now and will be centering increasingly for 
many years. The greater part of the earth’s population and most of 
its areas of trade and commerce are found in the half of the earth that 
lies north of the equator. And since man has grown wings, those dis- 
tances across the north are important because they provide by far the 
shortest routes between world centers of trade and politics. We are 
going to hear more about Greenland, Iceland and the Spitsbergen 
Islands, as international air bases of the world, either for war or peace. 
The United States and Russia, which is much closer, are both 
maneuvering for control of these strategic islands as military air bases. 
Yet while that is going on, most military air specialists say that, in 
the case of war, no matter how much we fortify these places, espe- 
cially Spitsbergen and Greenland, the Russians would blast us out at 
the very first strike. 

We are now, in semi-secrecy, establishing Army air bases in the 
Near East (BETWEEN THE LiINEs, December 9, 1946) beside our oil 
fields in Arabia, and American military air scientists also say that we 
would be blasted out of these Near East positions promptly in case of 
war with the Soviet. Then won’t somebody kindly explain why we 
are not putting our bases where they can be defended and where they 
will not be so certain to increase tension and suspicion with Russia? 

If you think that military planners are usually right and that we 
shouldn’t question their plans and maneuvers, let us tell you about 
a book just off the press that will create a furore for years to come 
unless it is successfully suppressed. Already much effort is being made 
to suppress and belittle it, but the new book, “Pearl Harbor, The 
Story of the Secret War,” by George Morgenstern, with documentary 
evidence a-plenty, takes the lid off the whole terrible military blun- 
dering at Pearl Harbor and the Roosevelt-Churchill plans for the 
United States to take the Japanese pressure off Britain during 1941 
and draw the Japanese into an attack upon us. 

Because this book by strong implication reveals the sordid influ- 
ence of commercial imperialism on America’s entrance into the war, 
about all you will hear of it in your local news sources will be insults 
and denunciations unless you read the Chicago Tribune or one of the 
very few other papers which still hate Roosevelt so much they don’t 
mind throwing mud at their pals in international business circles in 
order to get at Roosevelt and the New Dealers. We hold no brief 
for the jingoism of the McCormick-Hearst press, but when they start 
uncovering war’s deception they are at least on fertile ground. 

Most newspapers and radios will denounce this book, yet here is 
what America’s most eminent living historian, Charles Beard, says: 

“Having scrutinized the more than ten thousand pages «f sworn 
testimony and official papers bearing on this disaster before I xead the 
proof sheets of Mr. Morgenstern’s book, I can say out of some knowl- 
edge of the subject that his volume is a powerful work based on pri- 
mary and irreducible facts in the case, carefully gathered and but- 
tressed by exact citations of the sources. For his own inferences and 


conclusions, he gives documentary contexts.” ; 
(continued on next page) 


‘Christian State’’ 


This report by Paul Kennedy of 
The New York Times, gives an 
idea of how democratic and Chris- 
tian is the Franco regime which 
the American Catholic hierarchy 
So constantly praises as an ex- 
ample of the modern Christian 
state. (Cardinal Spellman in an 
address in Boston on December 13, 
spoke of “the blessed harmony of 
Christian love and freedom in 
Spain.”’) 

Says Mr. Kennedy: “The Fal- 

ange [Franco’s party] marcheg in 
full strength under the protection 
of hundreds of armed police in the 
State burial of a fellow member, 
Hipolito Moreno, who died from 
wounds received in a clash with 
oppositionists. Several thousand 
blue-shirted men marched behind 
the coffin on the ten-mile process- 
ion from the hospital to the ceme- 
tery, singing Falange songs and 
shouting ‘Franco y Falange.’ 
“The usual measures for assur- 
ing a large crowd were taken and 
all schools dismissed for the after- 
noon. Work was suspended in 
many stores and factories. 


“The route of the procession was 
heavily guarded by police armed 
with rifles and submachine guns 
and by special detachments of Civ- 
il Guards. In addition, scores of 
armed Falangist plain clothes men 
worked among the spectators, forc- 
ing them to give the Falange sal- 
ute and invading apartment hous- 
es to bring out persons who had 
failed to salute. Those persons 
were forced to accompany the pro- 
cession at a dog trot, with arm 
extended in salute.... 

“As the procession passed 
through Vallecas, it stopped sev- 
eral times while all spectators 
were forced to sing Falange songs 
and give the salute. At one point 
a group of Falangists broke out of 
the procession and swarmed to- 
ward some foreign correspondents 
who were standing on the City 
Hall steps. The youths insisted the 
correspondents salute, but were 
waved away by the Mayor. 


“The youths insisted, however, 
and the correspondents still refus- 
ed to salute. The city official ask- 
ed the correspondents to leave to 
avoid a ‘disturbance.’ Only two 
Falange flags hung from the win- 
dows along the route in Vallecas.” 





Universal Training 
(Continued) 


wide disarmament. “Russia is not 
going to be deceived,” he said. 
“Latin America will notice that we 
have substituted shotgun diplo- 
macy for our vaunted Good Neigh- 
bor Policy.” 

Although there is no question 
but that we must maintain ade- 
quate national defense, said Sena- 
tor Johnson, “in this age goose- 
stepping and the manual of arms 
are pure poppycock which add 
nothing to our national defense. 
One chemist or one physicist is 
more valuable to our defenses than 
are 10,000 foot soldiers.” 

The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Joseph Martin of 
Massachusetts, has offered a con- 
structive suggestion. He urges all 
the nations of the world to give up 
conscription. His suggestion car- 
ries weight, especially since he is 
Speaker of the House and leader 
of the party now commanding the 
most power in Congress. 


War 


A veteran of World War II, 
before committing suicide, named 
as insurance beneficiaries the fam- 
ilies of two German soldiers he had 
killed. There is the complete and 
tragic pattern of war wrapped up 
in one terse, factual sentence. De- 
ception, death, enormous cost and 
remorse for the helpless ang the 
young; escape for the truly guilty. 
The boy who committed suicide 
was not responsible for the war. 

Older men who profited greatly 
from the conflict are not commit- 
ting suicide, they are now planning 
World War III. 


Bacteriological Warfare 


It is generally known in Wash- 
ington that the War Department 
has issued secret directives for- 
bidding any further mention of 
bacteriological warfare by -scien- 
tists and officers connected with 
these deadly and weird experi- 
ments. But it is already known 
that small amounts of botulinus 
toxin crystals containing a poison 
a million times more deadly than 
any other poison in man’s posses- 
sion have been produced. An ounce 
of this, used scientifically in food 
or water supplies, would wipe out 
the population of a city of several 
hundred thousand. 

Many scientists consider bacteri- 
ological weapons more potent than 
atomic bombs. Bombs destroy in- 
dustrial installations; bacteria des- 
troy personnel, leaving factories, 
transportation facilities and re- 
sources intact for the use of the 
conquering invader. Thus an in- 
vader of a bombed-out area would 
be faced with a salvaging and re- 
building job of considerable pro- 
portions that would not be present 
in the invasion of a disease-ravag- 
ed land. 

Surveys have already been made 
of natural caves in this country 
which could be used for under- 
ground factory installations; plans 
have been drawn up for the new 
American cities to be built on a 
long, narrow scheme on the theory 
that atomic bombs will have the 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


Norman Thomas has well analyzed the direction that opposition 
to this book must take when he said: 

“Mr. Morgenstern and his book will be vehemently denounced, 
but his critics will have to do one of two things. Either they must 
refute his facts and his deductions from them, or they must candidly 
say, ‘The magnitude of the fascist peril and the glory of total victory 
justified President Roosevelt and his advisers in the use of any means 
to put a reluctant America into the war.’ This latter contention is dis- 
quieting to those of us who believe that a healthy democracy can live 
only on truth.” 

But it might be added that it will be very hard to refute the facts 
in the face of documentary evidence, so the latter course is very likely 
the one which will be followed as the effort is made to weaken the 
influence of these revelations on the permanent writing of history. 


Gare ACCOUNTING. One important and hopeful develop- 

ment is that the powerful new amalgamated House Committee on 
the Armed Services in Congress has announced that it will demand 
a complete report from all sections of the State Department on our 
precise diplomatic commitments in all parts of the world. 

If this policy is followed in the future, as it is believed it will be, 
the tight but powerful little cliques in the State Department will no 
longer be able to carry out policies and agreements of their own 
choosing without a more widespread recognition of their action. These 
small but influential State Department groups are often under what 
amounts to the direct dictation of large commercial and industrial 
interests, and because of their long-established connections have been 
able to carry out their programs regardless of who happened to be the 
Secretary of State at the time. This Committee on the Armed Services 
will be the most influential of Congressional forces in the governing 
of the new merged armed services and thus will have a place of de- 
cisive influence in shaping American foreign policy. 


AZI SCIENTISTS. The moral values which unfortunately char- 
acterize the diplomatic and military world are well illustrated 
by the actions of both the United States and Russia in scrambling to 
bring nazi scientists into their respective programs of national de- 
fense. Notice that we said “nazi’’ scientists and not just “German.” 
The Council Against Intolerance, on behalf of some 40 eminent Amer- 
ican scientists, educators and clergymen, protested to the War Depart- 
ment against granting citizenship to the nazi scientists now working 
here and urged that the imported nazis not be allowed to take up per- 
manent residence in the United States. These individuals, with their 
background of training in the Nazi party, are “potentially dangerous 
carriers of racial and religious hatred,” said the protest. 

After suppressing the facts severely for many months—although 
most Washington newsmen knew them—the War Department held a 
mass interview for Washington correspondents during which an at- 
tempt was made to sprinkle perfume and holy water over the fact that 
the United States is using well-known nazis to build the American 
war machine for a possible war with Russia at the same time that our 
army of occupation i$ trying to clean Germany of the nazis by forcing 
them out of all positions of responsibility. 

Even South American diplomats have voiced protests to the State 
Department that the United States is violating the Chapultepac agree- 
ment among American republics to ban nazis from the western hemis- 
phere. But the State Department has remained silent except weakly to 
pass the buck to the War Department. 

It is also well to recall that our government made a great point 
of protesting to the Peron government its sheltering of noted nazi 
refugees,—but at the same time we were bringing in nazi scientists to 
take a prominent place in our military planning. 


| Fasteremapann AND IMPERIALISM. Reports we have given our 
readers concerning the use of American lend-lease armaments by 
French troops to subdue Indo-China natives have been verified by re- 
cent dispatches to The New York Times from that newspapers’ own 
observers in Asia. Although the Atlantic Charter promised these peo- 
ple the right to throw off French imperialism and establish their own 
republic, the French have maintained their overlordship through force. 
(continued on next page) 





Bacteriological Warfare 


(Continued) 

least costly effect on such a type 
of city; and a program for dispers- 
ing the population of the United 
States in the event of atomic war- 
fare is being formulated. Other 
studies are being made to devise 
a defense against disease and pois- 
on spread by “mist bombs” or 
dropped in reservoirs, streams and 
great food producing centers. 

The atomic bomb program cost 
the United States over $2,000,000,- 
000; $50,000,000 is being spent on 
bacteriological warfare experimen- 
tation. 


Trade With Russia 


While all the war talk contin- 
ues, the American Department of 
Commerce is preparing the way 
for trade negotiations with Russ- 
ian foreign trade commissions. 
Russian trade experts say that the 
Soviet would like to buy at least 
$200,000,000 worth of goods from 
the United States per year. And 
Russia has much to sell us that we 
need—lumber, pulp wood, miner- 
als and various oils not produced 
in this country. 

The apparent inconsistency in 
war propaganda going on against 
Russia at the same time that our 
Commerce Department talks about 
building a prosperous trade with 
the Soviet is explained by the fact 
that the war talk is traceable 
chiefly to the big American-Brit- 
ish oil, rubber, tin and shipping 
interests which fear Russian ex- 
panding influence. These great 
monopolies can exert great press- 
ure on America’s press and radio 
through interlocking investments 
that reach into so many of the 
great corporations whose adver- 
tising sustains the press and radio. 
But the Department of Commerce 
is representative of the general 
country-wide trade and commerce 
interests of the United States... 
the thousands of small and inde- 
pendent companies which would 
profit by the establishment of 
prosperous trade relations with 
Russia. 


Communist Mistake 


An interesting and encouraging 
sidelight on international develop- 
ments is the widespreag tendency 
on the part of European countries 
to turn away from Russia as a 
model of socialism and to pattern 
their own emerging socialism after 
the more wholesome example of 
Sweden. 

Russia is falling victim to the 
same self-deception that blighted 
Japanese aims. The Japanese muff- 
ed their opportunity to win the 
cooperation of the millions of Asi- 
atic people. When the Nipponese 
drove out the white empires and 
established the ‘Asia for Asiatics 
Co-prosperity Spheres,” they for- 
ever embittered the people of Asia 
against them by the stupid arro- 
gance and brutality of the Japan- 
ese forces of occupation, So the 
Russians have missed their big 
chance to win the impoverished 
and desperate people of Europe to 
communism by the equally stupid 


(continued on next page) 





Communist Mistake 
(Continued) 
and oppressive measures instigated 
by the communist forces that went 
along with the Russian armies. 
While France, Italy, Poland, Ro- 
mania and other countries have 
definitely been swinging far to the 
left, offering an unparalleled op- 
portunity to the communists, yet 
these countries have just as defin- 
itely developed a constantly hard- 
ening attitude to the whole com- 
munist program and, as stated 
above, have been looking more to 
Sweden as an example of the thing 
they want. The French and others 
are rapidly nationalizing all basic 
industries and public resources, 
banking, and transportation, yet 
are leaving within the framework 
of their economy ample room for 
wide-spread free enterprise and 
profit-inspired business activity. 
Also it is significant that contin- 
ued communist oppression is hav- 
ing an important reaction right 
within the Russian armed forces. 
American newsmen returning from 
Europe say that, according to 
widespread reports, nearly ten per 
cent of the Russian soldiers of 
occupation have deserted during 
post-war months rather than re- 
turn to their bombed-out home- 
land where war has broken so 
many family ties and where com- 
munistic repressive measures await 
them. 


Industry ‘‘Credo”’ 


From time to time Between the 
Lines has reported on a few of 
the large industrial corporations 
that are run on a basis of Christian 
principles in management-worker 
relationships. Such corporations 
are thus noted for their peaceful 
labor situation and for the absence 
of strikes in contrast to the bitter- 
ness and costly conflicts that rage 
in other industries. 

The great Johnson and Johnson 
surgical dressing manufacturing 
company is another example of 
enlightened industrial relationship. 
The head of this concern is noted 
for being the one big industrialist 
who has urged Congress to pass 
a 75 cent an hour minimum wage 
law. Most industrialists have 
fought all minimum wage laws. 

Newsman Fred Perkins report- 
ed to the Scripps Howard papers 
that the fundamental basis of labor 
relations in the Johnson plant is 
expressed in what they call the 
plant’s “credo.” This is as follows: 

“We believe our first responsi- 
bility is to our customers. 

“Our second responsibility is to 
those who work with us—the men 
and women in our factories and 
offices, They must have a sense 
of security in their jobs. Wages 
must be fair and adequate, man- 
agement just, hours short and 
working conditions clean and or- 
derly. 

“Workers should have an organ- 
ized system for suggestions and 
complaints. Foremen and depart- 
ment heads must be qualified and 
fairminded. There must be oppor- 
tunity for advancement—for those 
qualified—and each person must be 
considered an individual standing 
on his own dignity and merit.” 

(continued in third column) 


THE TERMINOLOGY OF STATESMEN 














It is a refreshing experience to read some of the writings of George 
Washington that were concerned with the affairs of state and relations 


between nations. The words divine will, providence, prayer and truth 
constantly appear. No wonder the early days of American life were filled 
with daring, hope and achievement! Compare these words of confidence 
and vision with the headlines arising from international negotiations today. 
Selfishness and suspicion unfortunately and too frequently dominate the 
atmosphere, and so public confidence has diminished and cynicism and dis- 
illusionment have often become widespread. One of the greatest needs 
of today is for a leadership in all the nations of the world that can arise 
above the spiritual and economic blindness that now depress us,—a leader- 
ship that gives men a new sense of God’s will and presence. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


The American State and War Departments, without permission 
from Congress or any other representation of the American people, 
have turned over vast quantities of lend-lease guns, planes and tanks 
to the Dutch and French imperial forces, knowing that these supplies 
would be used against the peoples of the colonies of Asia. 

The American people paid for these armaments out of tax money 
and for the intended purpose of protecting this nation against nazi 
and Japanese aggression. To designate these supplies for the suppres- 
sion of people friendly to the United States, who have committed no 
offense against the people of the United States, is one of the most 
treasonable and shameful betrayals of the American people in our 
history. Yet, because the arms are being used and the killing done to 
protect the investments of great commercial interests, which have close 
ties with American financial interests, the press remains silent and the 


shameful crime continues. 
AS OTHERS SEE US. Would you like to know what Russians are 
thinking and saying to each other and, through their effective 
and widespread propaganda, to the millions of Asiatics whom they 
seek to alienate from the West? Now, since the whole world knows, 
from the testimony of the United States Strategic Bombing Survey, 
that no military necessity existed for the use of atomic bombs, the 
Russians are declaring that we dropped those bombs merely in order 
to get the credit for winning the war, to gain for ourselves a domi- 
nant say in the peace making and to halt the advance of the Russian 
forces in Manchuria and Korea. And Russian propaganda makes much 
of the point that we smugly and self-righteously condemn Russian bru- 
tality and ruthlessness when we were the nation which so needlessly 
killed a hundred thousand civilians at one atomic blow. 


(continued on next page) 








Industry “Credo” 
(Continued) 

The Johnson directors are all 
active executives of the company. 
This insures informed and person- 
alized direction and eliminates the 
dictating of company policy by 
“outside” persons. The company 
feels that this arrangement avoids 
“dogmatic or rigid administra- 
tion.” 

To guarantee that every em- 
ployee is able to understand com- 
pany-union agreements, the formal 
contract signed with the CIO Tex- 
tile Workers Union has been print- 
ed in booklet form along with a 
‘here’s how” explanation of the 
legal language, 


In case of dispute, the procedure 
followed is this: Consultation be- 
tween the department foreman and 
union steward; consultation be- 
tween the mill superintendent and 
the head steward; consultation be- 
tween the personnel department 
and the president of the local 
union; consultation between the 
company president or his repre- 
sentative and a national spokes- 
man for the union; decision by an 
arbitrator. No Johnson ang John- 
son conflict has ever gone beyond 
the third step. 


Cigarette Advertising 


The Federal Trade Commission, 
which tries to protect the Ameri- 
can people from fraud, has recent- 
ly cracked down on the Lucky 
Strike cigarette manufacturers for 
false and misleading advertising. 
Lucky advertising claims that they 
have gathered sworn statements 
to prove that “among men who 
know tobacco best,’’— expert to- 
bacco buyers—‘it’s Luckies two to 
one.” Federal investigators found 
that these claims consisted of the 
cheapest kind of deception and fak- 
ery. The FTC asked the company 
for the sworn records, was given 
a list of 2,110 names, located only 
800 of these men and found that 
not only were many of them en- 
gaged in businesses not even re- 
motely connected with tobacco but 
also that many of them smoke 
pipes, cigars or any brand of cig- 
arette ‘they get hold of.” Only a 
few declared themselves smokers 
of Luckies exclusively. 

Another advertising claim for 
Luckies is that harmful nicotines, 
tars and resins are eliminated 
through a “toasting” process. FTC 
investigators found that Luckies 
are subjected to a tobacco drying 
process—but so are most other cig- 
arettes. They also found that the 
tobacco used by Luckies was ex- 
posed to “ultra-violet rays,” but 
FTC authorities say that these 
rays have no effect whatsoever on 
the tobacco. 

FTC officials also declare that 
the claim of Lucky Strike manu- 
facturers that they buy costlier 
tobacco is false. The big tobacco 
companies, they say, have an 
agreement whereby each gets its 
percentage share of the tobacco at 
every market at the same average 
price. This agreement, as a matter 
of fact, borders on monopoly prac- 
tice and, although the tobacco 
companies were convicted of anti- 


(continued on next page) 











Cigarette Advertising 
(Continued) 

trust activities in the use of such 

a percentage buying system, they 

still manage to get around the 

monopoly and price-fixing laws in 

this regard. 

The conclusion reached by the 
FTC after the investigation of 
Luckies’ claims of buying more 
expensive tobacco and of its toast- 
ing process is that all the popular 
brands of cigarettes contain about 
the same quality of tobacco and 
are manufactured in about the 
same way. 


A Happy Note 

A UP dispatch from Illinois 
says: 

“A $100,000 fire destroyed the 
Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church’s social center, leaving the 
church without space for class- 
rooms, choir practice or social ac- 
tivities. But the priest was offered, 
rent-free, plenty of space in a 
building across the street. Donors 
were the Masons, and the space 
was in the Masonic Temple.” 


Reprisal 


The $10,000 government insur- 
ance which covered the life of Pri- 
vate Robert Johnstone, American 
soldier killed on Luzon, will be used 
to educate Japanese Kamikaze pi- 
lot, Robert Yukimasa Nishiyama. 
The American boy’s parents said 
that before he was killed their son 
suggested the scholarship, saying 
that such an action might aid in 
creating better understanding be- 
tween Japanese and Americans. 
Therefore, Mr. Nishiyama will 
study at Lafayette College in Penn- 
sylvania as soon as the ban on 
Japanese travel is lifted. 

The Japanese boy is the son of 
a Christian father and is married 
to a girl who graduated from Stan- 
ford University. During the war he 
served in the Japanese Naval Air 
Force and was a volunteer in the 
Kamikaze suicide corps, although 
the war ended before he had flown 
his first mission. He admits frank- 
ly, “As a midshipman in the Naval 
Air Force I naturally wanted to 
kill as many Americans as pos- 
sible, I couldn’t stand by when 
my country was in. danger,” but 
he goes on to say, “I want now to 
try my best to repay Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnstone for the loss of their 
son. I can do this only by giving 
my small bit toward establishing 
good-will between our two coun- 
tries.” 


Vitamins Harmful 


A stinging blow was recently 
given to the exploitation of the 
American people by the wholesale 
drug corporations through the vit- 
amin racket. At the national meet- 
ing of the American College of 
Surgeons, two eminent physicians 
and scientists, Dr. Engel of Phila- 
delphia, and General Graham of 
Washington, personal physician to 
President Truman, stated that the 
indiscriminate use of vitamins as 
promoted by drug corporation ad- 
vertising is not only dangerous to 
health but might even cause 
death. 


(continued in third column) 











X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


The Russians also rightfully say that American cocksureness will 
end when the United States no longer alone possesses the atomic 
bomb. When Russia also has the atomic bomb, then it will be a very 
different diplomatic picture. 

And Washington official and military circles are frankly admit- 
ting that time is rapidly running out during which the United States 
will continue to have the upper hand over Russia because of our ex- 
clusive possession of the atomic bomb secrets, In fact many reports 
are in circulation that the Russians already have atomic weapons— 
some quite varied from our own—with which they are now experi- 
menting. There is a tendency to feel, however, that this may actually 
have a favorable influence on the international scene when it comes 
home to the American people and their leaders that we are not so 
superior to the Russians in military strength and that we must make 
the peace machinery work or face the certainty of atomic war. 

It is hard to talk peace when some are swaggering and others are 
bluffing. We’ve been doing a lot of swaggering over the bomb and the 
Russians have been doing a lot of bluffing. But soon the Russians 
won’t be bluffing and we won’t dare swagger. Then the problems of 
peace will become real. Not a house, not a business, not a life in Amer- 
ica or Russia will then be safe unless a peace plan is sincerely worked 
out and followed. 


RITAIN AND RUSSIA. With the realization that Russia is 
reaching the attainment of atomic power, the British are making 
increasing efforts to improve their diplomatic relations with the Krem- 
lin, even if it means lessening their ties with the United States. This 
change in the London approach has been going on secretly for some 
time (BETWEEN THE LinEs, December 23, 1946). 

As we reported formerly, the British, after exerting every effort 
to maneuver the United States into a position of joint defense of the 
British Empire against Russian pressure, have suddenly discovered 
that an atomic war between the United States and Russia would mean 
that the British Isles would be completely wiped out by the Soviet at 
the start to prevent the use of Britain as a military base as it was used 
by Americar forces in World War II. 

What is really happening is so unbelievable that few are grasp- 
ing it. The British have seen that if a war develops over empire inter- 
ests in resistance to Russian expansion, even though the empire were 
successfully defended, all would be lost with the total destruction of 
England. So the British have been forced to a hard choice and are ac- 
tually trying to perform the miracle of giving up much of the empire 
while keeping what trade they can on the basis of good will. 

After several hundred years of arrogant display of the doctrine 
of white supremacy, how successful they will be is problematical. 
Moscow is fully aware of the dramatic importance of this hour and is 
going ahead full blast with its propaganda campaign to try to con- 
vince the yellow, brown and black peoples of the earth that the Rus- 
sians have had no part in promoting the doctrine of white supremacy. 


weer IS A STRIKE? When a coal miner strikes and refuses 

to furnish the country with fuel, the headlines scream and 
everybody gets mad. But when the great meat packing corporations 
strike and refuse to furnish the country with food, the press and radio 
keep a respectful silence. The packers claimed that they were fighting 
price control for the good of the country, but when controls came 
off, prices shot up so high that millions of lower bracket families 
could hardly afford hamburgers. 

Yet listen to this: The meat trust told its stockholders recently 
how well the campaign to kill price control paid off. High priced meat 
brought Swift and Company $16,394,739 in net profits since price 
control died despite an 11 per cent drop in sales. Armour and Com- 
pany net profits totalled $30,291,128—two-thirds of it made in the 
last six months when control was on the rocks. Cudahy Packing 
Company reported a net gain of $6,720,585 despite a 12 per cent drop 
in sales. Cudahy’s 1945 profits (under control) totalled only 
$2,505,097. 

The meat packers are entitled to a just and fair profit—we are 
not complaining about that. But we would like to point out that their 
technique was identical to that of John L. Lewis, and their increase 
of income makes the coal miners’ askings look like a lollipop. 


Vitamins Harmful 
(Continued) 

A balanced diet, say nutrition 
experts, will supply sufficient vit- 
amins for the normal person and 
the practice of restoring vitamins 
to some products such as flour, 
bread, cereal products and milk 
is beneficial because in these foods 
the nutritive elements were taken 
out during the refining process. 
However, excess amounts of cer- 
tain vitamins can be extremely 
harmful. Vitamin D, for instance, 
can calcify kidney tissue and 
heart muscles and can act on the 
lungs, stomach and blood vessels 
to cause death. 

Dr. Engel rejected the theory 
that supplemental vitamins ward 
off colds and improve a normal 
person’s sense of well-being and 
ability to perform work. ‘The truth 
of the matter is that only people 
who have vitamin deficiencies, as 
established by reliable tests, should 
indulge in vitamin therapy, and 
then only under the guidance of 
physicians who understand their 
needs,” he said. 


Race Test 


Washington, D.C., where North 
and South meet, is an important 
testing ground for racial attitudes. 
At present Negroes are banned 
from the city’s principal theaters 
and several leading producers, ac- 
tors and actresses have refused to 
bring productions to Washington 
until the restrictions are lifted. 

Some of these advocates for ra- 
cial equality are demanding that 
Congress adopt a fair practices 
act for the District of Columbia 
that will abolish racial segrega- 
tion and discrimination in recrea- 
tion and health facilities. Others 
take a more temperate viewpoint, 
stating: 

“The recommendations fail to 
take cognizance of the time re- 
quired to change the potentially 
explosive character of the prej- 
udices and resentments which now 
exist and overemphasize the im- 
Mediate abolition of segregation 
as their keynote.” 


Railroads and Jim Crow 


A second major victory in the 
fight to end race segregation on 
American carriers was scored when 
a federal Court of Appeals in the 
District of Columbia ruled that 
Segregation of inter-state Negro 
passengers by railroad companies 
is illegal. The first major gain was 
made last June when the United 
States Supreme Court outlawed 
segregation on interstate busses. 

The suit against the Southern 
Railway System was brought by 
three Washington Negroes who 
stated that railroad officials and 
police forced them to leave a 
train in Lynchburg, Virginia, be- 
cause it was reserved for white 
passengers. 

In handing down his decision, 
Justice E, Barrett Prettyman call- 
ed attention to the Supreme 


Court’s ruling and went on to de- 
clare that there is “no valid dis- 
tinction between segregation in 
busses and in railroad cars.’’ His 
finding reverses an earlier District 
Court opinion. 





